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OW 


In 1960 the Institute of Archaeology, University of London, published 
an Occasional Paper Problems of the Iron Age in Southern Britain, which 
included an important article by the late D. F. Allen, ‘The Origins of 
Coinage in Britain: a Reappraisal’ (hereafter Origins). When the decision 
was made to reprint the Occasional Paper, its Editor, Professor S. S. Frere, 
proposed that the Gazetteer of Findspots of Celtic Coins in Britain, which 
formed such an important part of Mr. Allen's article, should be brought up- 
to-date by the inclusion of finds made since the volume went to press. In 
the event, the supplementary list turned out to be quite substantial and, 
accordingly, it has been decided to issue it as a separate Paper rather than 
as an addendum to the reprinted volume. This has the advantage that the 
Supplement becomes more easily available to those who hold copies of the 
original Problems of the Iron Age in Southern Britain. 


A photographic card index of Celtic coins is maintained by Professor 
S. S. Frere at the Oxford Institute of Archaeology, 36 Beaumont Street, 
Oxford. He will be glad to hear of new discoveries of coins and will pro- 
vide a photograph for publication of any coin submitted for recording in the 
Index. 


The Institute acknowledges with gratitude the help given by Professor 
S. S. Frere and Mr. Roger Goodburn of the Institute of Archaeology, 
University of Oxford. 


London 
1977 
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INTRODUCTION 


When the Institute of Archaeology announced its intention 
of reprinting Problems of the Iron Age in Southern Britain, it felt 
that sufficient new information had come to light since 1961 to 
justify the inclusion of a supplement of coins recorded since 
publication of the first lists; Much of this information derives 
from notes kept by Derek Allen, and it has only been possible to 
verify some of this material in the short period of time available 
for the compilation of this supplement. An attempt has also been 
made to include those coins found since Allen's death in June 
1975, which have been published, or reported to the major insti- 
tutions, including the Ashmolean Museum, the Fitzwilliam Museum 
and the British Museum. However, it is inevitable that many 
other finds will have escaped notice for the time being, and, 
indeed, one of the major reasons for the publication of this 
interim statement lies in the hope that museums, excavators or 
other workers, who have knowledge of material which has not been 
included in the supplement, or who have reason to believe that 
the information given in a particular case is inaccurate, will 
communicate their discoveries to Professor S. S. Frere for in- 
clusion in his index of Celtic coins, housed at 36 Beaumont 
otreet,, Oxford. 


It seems that the study of British Iron Age coinage has 
itself reached a turning point and that in the future research 
will be increasingly devoted towards the integration of the coin 
evidence with the rest of the archaeological data, of which it 
is after all only one component. There should be no serious 
disagreement that increased understanding of prehistoric socie- 
ties in Britain will only come about through consideration of 
the evidence as a whole and through the investigation of the 
relationship between different aspects of the material culture 
of those societies, both within and between sites. For this 
reason, perhaps the most significant development of the last 
fifteen years has been the vast increase in the number of coin- 
finds from stratified excavation contexts, many of which are 
listed below. Only through the detailed study of associ- 
ations and stratification of these coin finds can we hope to 
relate coinage to other components of material culture. This 
is crucial if we are to understand the significance of the adop- 
tion of coinage in Britain and the role it played in the social 
and economic life of pre-Roman Iron Age communities. Indeed, 
the importance of such an approach was amply demonstrated in the 
original publication of this volume in 1961, with Professor 


Frere's reappraisal and redating of the Dorset sequence (1961, 

88 - 90). Such questions as the extent to which the continued 
circulation of British coins in the period after the Roman con- 
quest may have distorted the existing pre-Roman patterns cannot 
be answered until the information from excavated sites becomes 
available. Similarly, the most serious obstacle, at present, to 
our interpretation of the distribution of various coin-types is 
lack of information concerning the length of time these types 
remained in circulation - we simply do not know whether the areas 
in which various coins circulated remained constant during the 
currency of a particular series or whether significant changes 
occurred. Such information can only come from the hoards - and 
here it is important that any new hoards are retained intact in 
Museums, or at least thoroughly recorded with casts and photo- 
graphs before dispersal - and from the study of the associations 
of individual coins on archaeological sites. For this reason, 

it is disappointing to note that many of the sites excavated 
since 1961, and indeed before then, have yet to be fully pub- 
lished sobln particular sithe tearly¥publiication tof the sites fof othe 
Braughing and Harlow complexes must be a fundamental priority. 


It is also, perhaps, worth reiterating Allen's cautions 
(Frere, 1961, 146, note 6) concerning the accuracy of the grid 


reference given for many of the finds. The figures given are 
only very approximate and intended for the preparation of small- 
scale distribution maps. In some cases, more details of find- 


spots are available on the cards for individual coins in the 
index, but for the majority of chance coin finds, the standard 
of recording leaves much to be desired and a substantial improve- 
ment is called for in the future. Another problem, which has 
become especially prominent in recent years, concerns the 
increasing number of coins which are recovered from known Iron 
Age and Roman sites, with no regard for the possible signifi- 
cance of their archaeological context, and frequently never even 
reported. It is to be hoped that archaeologists can come to an 
interim understanding with other interested parties which will 
ensure the effective protection of particularly important sites 
and permit the full recording of discoveries at the other sites. 


In conclusion, I should like particularly to thank Mrs. Allen 
for allowing me access to her husband's notes, without which much 
of the information included in this supplement could not have 
been collected for a number of years, and also Professor Frere 
for his advice and permission to make use of his index of Celtic 
coins. I should also like to thank Roger Goodburn for his help, 
and Angela Ambrose for undertaking the arduous task of typing the 
list of find-spots for publication. 


March 1977 


NOTES 


Lo; 


1 ae 


'D.F.A.' refers to information noted by D. F. Allen in his own copy of 
the Gazetteer of Find-spots of Celtic Coins in Britain, now deposited 
in the Heberden Coin Room, Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. 


"Index' refers to the index of Celtic Coins Kept by "Brofessor ’S Ge sire re 
at the Institute of Archaeology, Oxford. As well as the findspot and a 
photograph, the card for each coin records details of weight, specific 
gravity, present ownership and bibliographical information, where these 
are known. 


ZAHF Yeftersseto wD. E: AlLlens«/BritishsPotin-Coines A Review’, in (eds.) 
M. Jesson and D. Hill, The Iron Age and its Hillforts, Southampton, 1971, 
L27s154% 


Coritani refers to D. F. Allen, The Coins of the Coritani, London, 1963 
(Sylloge No. 3). 


Stukeley 1720 is a manuscript notebook begun in 1720 by William Stukeley. 
Stukeley 1762 refers to various Mss. dated 1762 now in the Bodleian 
Library, Oxford. For further details, see Allen (1968), in the biblio- 


graphy. 


Syll. refers to various volumes in the series Sylloge of Coins of the 
British Isles published by the British Academy, London. 


CAMB refers to Seaby's Coins and Medal Bulletin, published monthly in 
London. 


Coins in the collection of R. P. Mack at the time of his death in 1975 
are listed as such. His collection is, however, in the process of being 
dispersed at public auctions. 


Bagendon refers to E. M. Clifford, Bagendon: A Belgic Oppidum, Cambridge 
1961. 


Coins reputedly forming part of a hoard found midway between Guildford and 
Haslemere in 1944 are included for the sake of completeness. However, 
detailed investigation has failed to uncover any further information 
relating to the actual findspot, and indeed it is only fair to point out 
that numismatic and archaeological opinion is divided as regards the 
authenticity of the coins themselves. No grid reference is given for 
this@ernd. 


The county boundaries given here are those that existed prior to the 1974 
Local Government reorganisation, in order to maintain uniformity with the 
1961 edition of the Gazetteer. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


New finds of coins belonging to the series first listed by D. F. Allen 
as Gallo-Belgic XA - Gallo-Belgic XF have been treated in a different 
manner in this Supplementary Gazetteer, in order to take account of 
recent research by Dr. S. Scheers. Following Scheers (1973) Gallo- 
Belgic XCl and XC2 have been listed under Gallo-Belgic E and Gallo- 
Belgic D respectively. New finds of Gallo-Belgic XA, XB, XE and XF 

in Britain are included under Miscellaneous Gaulish - Gold (A. Belgic 
Gaul), but no attempt has been made to update the 1961 list of contin- 
ental findspots for these types. References are, however, given in 
that section to the wealth of new information from the Continent made 
available by Scheers' work. This departure has been made on the grounds 
that in-future, and fully revised, editions of this Gazetteer, it may 


not prove possible, for reasons of space and cost, to include details 


of all the continental findspots of every Gaulish coin type found in 
Britain. As the primary concern of this Gazetteer is with British Iron 
Age coinage, it would seem best to limit the inclusion of continental 
findspots to British coins and to coins which circulated in quantity on 
both sides of the Channel, i.e. Gallo-Belgic A, B, C, D (including XC2) 
and E (including XC1), for which many, if not the majority, of the find- 
spots are located in Britain. 


It is probable that Gallo-Belgic XD, of which there have been no new finds, 


should be classed as Uncertain Gaulish or British, rather than as Gallo- 
Belgic. 


A substantial number of coins of the Coritani found since 1961 have been 
omitted from the supplementary Gazetteer in view of their impending 
publication elsewhere by Mr. H. R. Mossop. These include specimens of 
BEPelsnen, = leanaek. 


In his important, although sometimes controversial, survey of the late 
pre-Roman Iron Age in the south-east of Britain, Dr. W. Rodwell (1976) 
has published a series of new distribution maps for the main Gallo- 
Belgic and British coin types found in the region. In recording several 
finds made subsequent to 1961 and noted in the index of Celtic coins, 
these maps replace those hitherto available. However, owing to the 
steady accumulation of new finds and the incorporation in the present 
supplement of information which was not available at the time these 
discoveries were plotted, the following list includes a number of find- 
spots not represented on Rodwell's maps. In addition, the plated Gallo- 
Belgic AB specimen mentioned by Rodwell (1976, 186 and Fig. 2) appears 
to be a modern forgery of a coin in Colchester Museum (CM.150.1941), 
rather than a contemporary forgery as was thought at first (R. Roberts, 
pers.comm.). 


Abbreviations, other than those listed above, either follow the 1961 
edition or should be self-explanatory. 
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